
The Poor People’s Campaign is deeply rooted in the
Civil Rights Movement of the mid-20th century. At the
urging of groups like the Welfare Rights it was
announced by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at a staff
retreat of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference in November of 1967.

1960S CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

WHAT IS THE POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN?

ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING
King was tragically assassinated in April 1968. Despite
his death, his supporters, including Reverend Ralph
Abernathy, continued organizing the campaign.

RESURRECTION CITY
On Mother’s Day in 1968, thousands of women, led by
Coretta Scott King, formed the first wave of
demonstrators. The next day, participants built
Resurrection City, a temporary settlement of tents and
shacks, on the Mall in Washington, D.C. 

RESULTS OF THE CAMPAIGN
The 1968 campaign forced the nation to look at poverty
in a different way, and made some concrete policy
victories. And yet, in the 21st century, nearly half of
Americans are still poor or low-wealth. Nevertheless, the
1968 Poor People’s Campaign provides a powerful model
for multi-racial movementsof the poor and moral allies.

MODERN REVIVAL
In 2018, Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II, President of
Repairers of the Breach, and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis,
Director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights and
Social Justice, announced the resurrection of the Poor
People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival.

Learn more at ppc-nc.org

Today, the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call
for Moral Revival is organized in more than 40 states
and the District of Columbia, building a diverse
coalition of advocates for public policies that will
eradicate poverty once and for all.


